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Why did we do this?

• ISO metadata are required for data held at NCEI.

• SPASE metadata are much better for DSCOVR data users.

• Needed a method to simplify generating and maintaining both.

• There is overlap between the two, but there are elements in required 
for each metadata representation that are not present in the other 
• Also needed to avoid potential issues as SPASE or ISO standards evolve

• Wanted something that could also be applied to other 
datasets/standards in the long term.



ResourceHeader/CI_Citation

MODEL SPASE ISO
resourceName 1..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.ResourceName CI_Citation.title
alternateName 0..* Spase.ResourceHeader.AlternateName CI_Citation.alternateTitle
releaseDateTime 1..1

Spase.ResourceHeader.ReleaseDate
CI_Citation.CI_Date.dateTime
CI_Citation.CI_Date.dateType

expirationDate 0..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.ExpirationDate na
description 1..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.Description na
acknowledgement 0..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.Acknowledgement na

na CI_Citation.edition
na CI_Citation.editionDate

identifier 0..* na CI_Citation.identifier
contact 1..* Spase.ResourceHeader.Contact CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty
contact.ID 1..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.Contact.PersonID CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty (@id)
contact.role 1..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.Contact.Role CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty.role
informationURL 0..* Spase.ResourceHeader.InformationURL CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty
informationURL.linkage 1..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.InformationURL.URL CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty.onlineResource.linkage
informationURL.name 0..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.InformationURL.Name CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty.onlineResource.name
informationURL.description 0..1 Spase.ResourceHeader.InformationURL.Description CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty.onlineResource.description

Spase.ResourceHeader.InformationURL.Language na
na CI_Citation.citedResponsibleParty.onlineResource.function
na CI_Citation.presentationForm
na CI_Citation.series (name, issue, page)
na CI_Citation.otherCitationDetails
na CI_Citation.collectiveTitle
na CI_Citation.ISBN
na CI_Citation.ISSN
Spase.ResourceHeader.Association (ID, Type, Note) na

priorID 0..* Spase.ResourceHeader.PriorID na
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Recent Example – new version of files from 
Provider
• Easier to validate or identify changes with existing metadata

• Process handled most new fields automatically

• <5 minutes of work to address one new field that it did not understand
• And that I did not know had been added

• Easier to create metadata for new data
• No changes to XSLT

• Relatively minor python code changes

• Total time for a comprehensive (and accurate) update of all metadata 
update reduced significantly, at least for me.



(Virtual) Demo









Push to SVN, and done.


